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Harris Institute’s founder will present a 2-hour information
Session/Tour on Thursday, February 20th at 12:30PM. The

session includes an overview of the college, a presentation on the
future of the music industry and a tour of the facilities. Parents are

encouraged to attend. RSVP on the Contact page of:

harr is inst itute .com
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Pope Franciswashospitalized Fri-
day after a week-long bout of
bronchitis worsened and was re-
ceiving drug therapy, the Vatican
said, in the latest issues with the
88-year-old pontiff’s health that
forced him to cancel his agenda
through Monday at least.
Francis was serene, in good

spirits and had read some news-
papers after arriving at Rome’s
Gemelli hospital after presiding
over his morning audiences, Vat-
ican spokesman Matteo Bruni
said.
In an evening bulletin, the Vat-

ican said preliminary tests
showed Francis had a respiratory
tract infection, was running a
mild fever andwas in “fair” condi-
tion at Rome’s Gemelli hospital
where he was undergoing drug
therapy.
Francis has complained of

breathing trouble and was diag-
nosed with bronchitis Feb. 6, but
had continued to hold daily audi-
ences in his Vatican hotel suite.
He had presided at an outdoor
mass on Sunday and attended his
general audienceWednesday. But
he has been handing off his
speeches for an aide to read
aloud, saying he was having trou-
ble breathing.
OnFriday, he appearedbloated

and pale during the handful of
audiences he held before going to
the hospital. The bloating ap-
peared to indicate that the medi-
cation he was taking to help treat
the lung infection was making
him retain water.
Christopher Lamb, CNN’s Vat-

ican correspondent, saw Francis
at the beginning of an audience
Friday with CNN head Mark
Thompson, and said the Pope
was mentally alert but struggling
to speak for extendedperiodsdue
to breathing difficulties.
Francis, who had part of one

lung removed as a young man,
has long battledhealth problems,
especially bouts of acute bronchi-
tis in winter. He uses a wheel-
chair, walker or cane when mov-
ing around his apartment and re-
cently fell twice, hurting his arm
and chin.
Francis is being treated at

Rome’s Gemelli hospital, where
he was last admitted in June,
2023, to have surgery to remove
intestinal scar tissue and repair a
hernia in the abdominal wall. A
fewmonths before that, he spent
three days in Gemelli to receive
intravenous antibiotics for a re-
spiratory infection.
He later revealed he had been

rushed to the hospital March 29,
2023, after spiking a high fever
and feeling a sharp pain in his
chest. He said he was diagnosed
with what he said was “an acute
and strong pneumonia, in the
lower part of the lungs.”
The Vatican said Francis was

admitted to Gemelli after his Fri-
day audiences. In addition to reg-
ular Vatican officials Mr. Thomp-
son, the Pope met Friday morn-
ing with Slovak Prime Minister
Robert Fico.
“This morning, at the end of

the audiences, Pope Francis will
be admitted to the Agostino Ge-
melli Polyclinic for some neces-
sary diagnostic tests and to con-
tinue in a hospital setting treat-
ment for bronchitis that is still

ongoing,” a Vatican statement
said.
No details were given about

the duration of Francis’s hospital-
ization, but the Vatican later an-
nounced the Pope was cancelling
his participation in Holy Year
events through Monday.
The Pope had a busy weekend

agenda planned, including an au-
diencewith artists in town for the
Jubilee on Saturday, a mass for
them on Sunday and a trip to
Rome’s famed Cinecitta studios
on Monday. While a Vatican car-
dinalwill presideover themass in
Francis’s place, the Vatican said
the other events were cancelled
“due to the impossibility of the
Pope to participate.”
At Gemelli, where popes enjoy

a private suite on the hospital’s
10th floor, passersby were con-
cerned but hopeful. Votive can-
dles, including some featuring
Francis’s photo, surrounded the
statue of St. John Paul II that
greets visitors at the hospital en-
trance.
“I wish with all my heart that

he will get better because these
awful illnesses, you don’t wish
themon anyone,” said Nino Davi,
who himself was receiving treat-
ment at Gemelli and had arrived
earlier Friday from Palermo, Sici-
ly. “So I wish with all my heart
that he gets better.”
The Vatican announcement,

delivered ahead of Francis’s hos-
pitalization, came in sharp con-
trast to the way it announced his
2023 hospitalization that caused
confusion.
Initially, the Vatican had said

he had gone in for scheduled
tests, but the pontiff later re-
vealed the situation was far more
urgent and that he had been
rushed to the hospital where
pneumonia was diagnosed. He
was put on intravenous antibiot-
ics and was released April 1, quip-
ping as he left that he was “still
alive.”
“Thank God I can tell the story,

because the organism, the body,
respondedwell to the treatment,”
he later told reporters.
Francis spent 10 days at the

same hospital in July, 2021, fol-
lowing intestinal surgery for a
bowel narrowing. He credited his
personal nurse then with saving
his life for having insisted he get
the problem checked out.
It wasn’t the first time he cred-

ited a nurse with saving his life.
Francis recounted his near-death
experiencewithhis youthful lung
infection in his recent autobiog-
raphiesHope and Life, inwhichhe
creditedhis survival to anurse, an
Italiannunnamed Sister Cornelia
Caraglio.
It was shewho, after the doctor

prescribed a certain dose of pen-
icillin and streptomycin, ordered
that it be doubled, he recalled.
“She had intuition and practi-

cal experience, and certainly no
lack of courage,” he recalled. “My
companions came fromthe semi-
nary to visit me; some also gave
me their blood for transfusions.
Gradually the fevers decided to
leave me, and the light began to
return.”
Francis survived, but during

the course of his treatment he
had to have the upper lobe of his
right lung removed after it devel-
oped three cysts.
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Pope Francis has respiratory
tract infection, is in fair
condition, Vatican says
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More than 500millionpeoplehave takena “ho-
ly dip” in sacred riverwaters in north India over
the past four weeks as part of the Hindu Maha
Kumbh festival, authorities said on Friday,
greater than the population of most countries.
Attendees at the six-week-long event have

ranged from Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and federal ministers to industrialists such as
Adani Group chairman Gautam Adani and art-
ists including Chris Martin from British rock
band Coldplay.
Itwasmarred, however, by a stampedeon its

most auspicious day that killed dozens as they
gathered at the confluence of three holy rivers
to takeadip–apracticebelieved toabsolve sins
and confer salvation from the cycle of birth and
death.
“This participationmarks the largest congre-

gation in human history for any religious, cul-
tural, or social event,” the government of Uttar
Pradesh state, where the festival is being held,
said in a statement.With 12 days remaining, the
total count of visitors to the festival is expected
to “soar beyond” 550 to 600 million, it said.
The Kumbh Mela is held every three years

but carries the prefix Maha, or great, every 12
years because its timing is considered more
auspicious. The festival attracted around 240
million people in its previous edition in 2019.
It was organized in Prayagraj city at a 4,000-

hectare temporary township created for the
purpose – the size of 7,500 football fields.
The highest number of devotees – 80million

– flocked to the festival on Jan. 29, when the
stampede occurred. While officials said 30 peo-
ple were killed, sources said the death toll was
more than 50.
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Hindu pilgrims walk on a bridge at the confluence of the Ganges, Yamuna and Saraswati rivers,
during the Maha Kumbh festival in Prayagraj on Friday. NIHARIKA KULKARNI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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